Freie Universitit & | Berlin

MA Seminar Prof. Dr. Robin Celikates
Critical Race Theory Department of Philosophy
Mondays, 2-4pm Email: robin.celikates@fu-berlin.de
WEBEX link: Office hours: via email/Webex
https://fu-berlin.webex.com/fu-berlin-
en/l.php?MTID=m95395d9f5ad24edf41d1a666a5722e53

April 12 [asynchronous]

Introductory Readings:

Charles Mills: Critical Philosophy of Race

Robert Bernasconi: Critical Philosophy of Race and Philosophical Historiography

April 19 [synchronous]
Introduction and opening discussion
[no new readings]

April 26 [asynchronous]

Foundations I: Du Bois

W.E.B. Du Bois: The Souls of Black Folks, chs. 1 & 6

W.E.B. Du Bois: Dusk of Dawn: An Essay Toward an Autobiography of a Race Concept, chs. 5-7
Background reading: Robert Gooding-Williams: W.E.B. Du Bois; Paul C. Taylor: W.E.B. Du Bois

May 3 [synchronous]
Foundations I: Du Bois
Discussion

[no new readings]

May 10 [synchronous]

Foundations Il: Fanon

Frantz Fanon: Black Skin, White Masks, Introduction & ch. 5

Background reading: Lewis Gordon: What Fanon Said, chs. 2 & 3; John Drabinski: Frantz Fanon

May 17 [synchronous]

Foundations llI: Black Feminism

The Combahee River Collective Statement

Patricia Hill Collins: Learning from the Outsider Within: The Sociological Significance of Black
Feminist Thought

Background reading: Patricia Hill Collins: Distinguishing Features of Black Feminist Thought;
Keeanga-Yamahtta Taylor: Black Feminism and the Combahee River Collective
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May 24 [Holiday: No class!]

May 31 [asynchronous]

Racism, Colonialism, Capitalism |

Cedric Robinson: Black Marxism, Introduction & ch. 1

Background reading: Robin Kelley: What Did Cedric Robinson Mean by Racial Capitalism? [you
can also watch: http://scholarsforsocialjustice.com/what-is-racial-capitalism-and-why-does-it-
matter]; Michael Walzer: A Note on Racial Capitalism; Olufémi O. Taiwo & Liam Kofi Bright: A
Response to Michael Walzer; Michael Walzer: A Reply to Olufémi O. Taiwo & Liam Kofi Bright;
Satnam Virdee: Racialized Capitalism; Gargi Bhattacharyya: Ten Theses on Racial Capitalism

June 7 [synchronous]
Racism, Colonialism, Capitalism I
Ruth W. Gilmore: Geographies of Racial Capitalism

June 14 [synchronous]

Structural Racism and Ideology

César Cabezas: On the Connection Between Institutional Racism and Racist Ideology
Background reading: Eduardo Bonilla-Silva: What Is Racism? The Racialized Social System
Framework; Charles Mills: White Supremacy; Charles Mills: The Racial Contract, Introduction &
ch. 1; Tommie Shelby: Ideology, Racism, and Critical Social Theory

[Online discussion with César Cabezas]

June 21 [synchronous]

New Formations of Racism |

Etienne Balibar: Is There a Neo-Racism?

Etienne Balibar: Racism Revisited

Background reading: Etienne Balibar: War, Racism and Nationalism

June 28 [synchronous]

New Formations of Racism II

Gurminder Bhambra: The Current Crisis of Europe: Refugees, Colonialism, and the Limits of
Cosmopolitanism

Background reading: Gurminder Bhambra: Brexit, Trump, and ‘Methodological Whiteness’: On
the Misrecognition of Race and Class

[Online discussion with Gurminder Bhambra]

July 5 [synchronous]

Anti-Racism |

Paul Gilroy: Never Again: Refusing Race and Salvaging the Human

Background reading: Paul Gilroy: Against Race, ch. 1; Paul Gilroy: Racism Ends Here; Ghassan
Hage: Recalling Anti-Racism



July 12

Anti-Racism Il

Manuela Bojadzijev: Anti-Racism as Method
[Online discussion with Manuela BojadZijev]

* % %

All readings are available as pdf files via Blackboard.

Assessment/Requirements:
e Careful study of the assigned readings, active participation in online discussion forums and

regular attendance of synchronous meetings (please note that you are expected to
communicate absences beforehand).

e For at least 4 sessions of your choice you are expected to make substantial contributions to
the discussion forum; these can take a variety of forms including, but not limited to, posting
(non-trivial-) guestions about the readings, answering questions others have posted,
commenting on the readings and their strengths and shortcomings, discussing an example
related to the readings, making connections etc.

e Final paper (ca. 5000-7500 words, depending on the requirements of the module you are
taking; first outline due July 31, final version due September 31, both via email).

e The final grade is based on the paper and forum contributions.

As a member of the campus community you should see yourself as sharing a commitment
to academic integrity and fairness. Any form of plagiarism is incompatible with such a
commitment, and will result in the student failing the assignment. For some further
information, see: https://www.geisteswissenschaften.fu-
berlin.de/we01/studieren/studium/download/FU-Philosophie_Hausarbeiten.pdf

Online teaching etiquette:

e Mutual respect is particularly important under the conditions of the pandemic. Please
let me know if your active participation in the seminar is made difficult or impossible
due to other obligations (care for children or other relatives) or concentration and
motivation problems and | will be happy to look for flexible solutions.

e | explicitly encourage feedback on the form and content of the seminar and will also
create opportunities for this during the meetings.

e | will open the online seminar room at 14:00 and close it at 16:00 in order to give all
participants the opportunity to resolve any technical difficulties beforehand and to
exchange information informally with one another as well as to ask questions
concerning the course.
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e Please make sure that your cameras are switched on as much as possible (technical and
social circumstances permitting) in order to create a more personal seminar
atmosphere.

e Please make sure that your microphones are only switched on when you are speaking.

e Please make sure that you behave in a manner appropriate for a seminar even if
participating from home (e.g. please refrain from smoking or eating).

e If you would like to say something, please post + or * in the chat. You can also write
‘follow up’, if you'd like to make a point directly related to what is being said. You can
also ask your question via the chat if this is preferable for technical or other reasons.

e | encourage you to establish networks amongst each other and to form discussion
groups in addition to the seminar sessions.

e For further thoughts on online teaching please consult the guidelines from the
Department of Philosophy on which the above is also based:
https://www.geisteswissenschaften.fu-berlin.de/we01/media/AG-Dig-

Handreichung-Final.pdf

* % %
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Taylor et al. (eds.): The Routledge Companion to Philosophy of Race, New York: Routledge 2017,
3-13.

Bhambra, Gurminder: The Current Crisis of Europe: Refugees, Colonialism, and the Limits of
Cosmopolitanism, in: European Law Journal, 23 (2017), 395-405.
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Handbook of Contemporary Racisms, London: Routledge 2020, 193-204.
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Oxford UP 2007.

Du Bois, W.E.B.: The Souls of Black Folk, Oxford: Oxford UP 2007.

Fanon, Frantz: Black Skin, White Masks, London: Pluto 2008.
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of-racial-capitalism/.

Gilroy,  Paul: Never  Again: Refusing Race and Salvaging the  Human,
https://www.newframe.com/long-read-refusing-race-and-salvaging-the-human/.
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Feminist Thought, in: Social Problems, 33 (1986), 6, S14-S32.
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Robinson, Cedric: Black Marxism: The Making of the Black Radical Tradition, Chapel Hill:
University of North Carolina Press 2000 [1983].
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combahee-river-collective-statement.html.

Background Reading
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Gooding-Williams, Robert: W.E.B. Du Bois,
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York: Fordham UP 2015.
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22.
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Taylor, Keeanga-Yamahtta: Black Feminism and the Combahee River Collective,
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